
Nursery Reading Spine 

At the end of every day, each class has designated ‘story time’. During the year, the following stories will be shared on numerous occasions and enjoyed as a class. 
Children will know these stories well on leaving the year group. Teachers will supplement this list with stories of their own choice; these will not necessarily be linked to 
the English or Creative Curriculum theme.  

Dear Zoo 
Rod Campbell 

 

Come on, Daisy! 
Jane Simmons 

 Each Peach Pear 
Plum 

Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg 

 

 

Hug 
Jez Alborough 

 

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Eric Carle 

 
Brown Bear, 

Brown Bear, What 
Do you See? 
Bill Martin Jr 

 

Where’s Spot? 
Eric Hill 

 

We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt 

Michael Rosen and 
Helen Oxenbury 

 

You Choose 
Nick Sharratt and 
Pippa Goodhart 

 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 
Nick Butterworth 
and Mick Inkpen 

 

Hairy Maclary 
from Donaldson’s 

Dairy 
Lynley Dodd 

 
The Train Ride 

June Crebbin and 
Stephen Lambert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception Reading Spine 

At the end of every day, each class has designated ‘story time’. During the year, the following stories will be shared on numerous occasions and enjoyed as a class. 
Children will know these stories well on leaving the year group. Teachers will supplement this list with stories of their own choice; these will not necessarily be linked to 
the English or Creative Curriculum theme. 

Goodnight Moon 
Margaret Wise 

Brown 

 

Rosie’s Walk 
Pat Hutchins 

 
Mrs Armitage on 

Wheels 
Quentin Blake 

 

On the Way Home 
Jill Murphy 

 

Rumpelstiltskin 

 

Little Red Riding 
Hood 

 

The Elves and the 
Shoemaker 

 

Owl Babies 
Martin Waddell 

and Patrick Benson 

 

Farmer Duck 
Martin Waddell 

and Helen 
Oxenbury 

 

Six Dinner Sid 
Inga Moore 

 

The Gruffalo 
Julia Donaldson 

 

Whatever Next 
Jill Murphy 

 
 

 

 

 



Year 1 Reading Spine 

At the end of every day, each class has designated ‘story time’. During the year, the following stories will be shared on numerous occasions and enjoyed as a class. 
Children will know these stories well on leaving the year group. Teachers will supplement this list with stories of their own choice; these will not necessarily be linked to 
the English or Creative Curriculum theme. 

Stickman 
Julia Donaldson 

 

Peace at Last 
Jill Murphy 

 

Can’t you Sleep 
Little Bear? 

Martin Waddell 
and Barbara Firth 

 

Where the Wild 
Things Are 

Maurice Sendak 

 

Avocado Baby 
John Burningham 

 

The Tiger who 
Came to Tea 
Judith Kerr 

 

Lost and Found 
Oliver Jeffers 

 

Dogger 
Shirley Hughes 

 

Not Now, Bernard 
David McKee 

 

The Elephant and 
the Bad Baby 
Elfrida Bifont 

 

The Lion Inside 
Rachel Bright and 

Jim Field 

 

Cops and Robbers 
Janet and Allan 

Ahlberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 Reading Spine 

At the end of every day, each class has designated ‘story time’. During the year, the following stories will be shared on numerous occasions and enjoyed as a class. 
Children will know these stories well on leaving the year group. Teachers will supplement this list with stories of their own choice; these will not necessarily be linked to 
the English or Creative Curriculum theme. 

Traction Man 
Mini Grey 

 

Meerkat Mail 
Emily Gravett 

 

Pumpkin Soup 
Helen Cooper 

 

Who’s Afraid of 
the Big Bad Book? 

Lauren Child 

 

Grandad’s Island 
Benji Davies 

 

The Owl who was 
Afraid of the Dark 

Jill Tomlinson 

 

The Giraffe, the 
Pelly and Me 

Roald Dahl 

 

The Hodgeheg 
Dick King-Smith 

 

The Three Little 
Wolves and the 

Big Bad Pig 
Eugene Trivizas 

and Helen 
Oxenbury 

 

Voices in the Park 
Anthony Browne 

 

Amazing Grace 
Mary Hoffman and 

Caroline Binch 

 

The Magic 
Faraway Tree 

Enid Bylton 

 

 

 

 

 

 


